




 

Exploration PEPR - EPEPR 112 Month PEPR Review 

Reference Number: EPR-04127 • Status: Assessment

Select Applicable PEPR 

Previous MERS EPEPR? 

No Yes 

Previous PEPR ID 

Search PEPRs 

EP-03987 

Applicant and General Details 

Applicant Details 

Sarah Blieschke 

Full Name* 

Sarah Blieschke 

Business Phone 

0405 362 457 







































































































































































































Hazardous materials -

Uranium 
Hide 

Supporting Information 

Photos 

Upload Photos ® 

Expand/Collapse 







Additional Information 

List any other supporting information and/or documents submitted with the application, 

including land access approvals/permits required to conduct the proposed exploration 

program. 

NA 



“E
xp

lo
ratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 ap

p
licatio

n
 – 12-m

o
n

th
 p

erio
d

 

12
-m

on
th E

xp
loratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 tem

p
la

te – Janu
ary 202

1
 

P
ag

e
 2

8
 o

f 34
 

 

 
F

igure 1.  Loca
lity M

ap of E
P

E
P

R
 C

o
verage

 A
reas and P

a
storal Le

ase C
overa

ge
 



“E
xp

lo
ratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 ap

p
licatio

n
 – 12-m

o
n

th
 p

erio
d

 

12
-m

on
th E

xp
loratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 tem

p
la

te – Janu
ary 202

1
 

P
ag

e
 3

0
 o

f 34
 

 

 
F

igure 3. B
lu

e R
ose Infrastructure C

overage
 



“E
xp

lo
ratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 ap

p
licatio

n
 – 12-m

o
n

th
 p

erio
d

 

12
-m

on
th E

xp
loratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 tem

p
la

te – Janu
ary 202

1
 

P
ag

e
 3

2
 o

f 34
 

  

 
F

igure 5. M
an

n
a H

ill P
ro

ject N
ative V

eg
etatio

n
 O

bservatio
n S

ites 



“E
xp

lo
ratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 ap

p
licatio

n
 – 12-m

o
n

th
 p

erio
d

 

12
-m

on
th E

xp
loratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 tem

p
la

te – Janu
ary 202

1
 

P
ag

e
 3

3
 o

f 34
 

 

 
F

igure 6. M
an

n
a H

ill F
a

un
a O

bserva
tion S

ite
s (m

inus E
m

u)  







“E
xp

lo
ratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 ap

p
licatio

n
 – 12-m

o
n

th
 p

erio
d

 

12
-m

on
th E

xp
loratio

n
 P

E
P

R
 tem

p
la

te – Janu
ary 202

1
 

P
ag

e
 3

1
 o

f 34
 

  

 
F

igure 4. B
lu

e R
ose P

lann
ed D

rill h
oles and A

ccess T
racks 



  
 

1 of 1 
 

Registered Office 

9th Floor, 107 Cheapside,  

London EC2V 6DN  

United Kingdom 

Registered in England: 11170056 

W: www.cobraplc.com 

Commitment to obtain a permit prior to the commencement of the water 

investigation activities. 

Manna Hill Mining Pty Ltd (Operator) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Cobra Resources PLC and the 
Operator of Exploration Licence 6009, EL 6046 and EL 6646 held by Hamelin Gully Pty Ltd. 

The Operator commits to obtaining the required well and water extraction/discharge permits prior 
to the installation of a water bore within Exploration Licence 6009.  
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1 Background to Fibrous Mineral Management 

Review of historical core and rock chips at the South Australia Core Library suggests there exists 
a potential for fibrous minerals including asbestiform minerals (naturally occurring asbestos, 
herein to be referred to as NOA) to be present at the Blue Rose Prospect (Blue Rose). The current 
occurrence has not been delineated but noted where the host unit is a Skarn replacement of a 
Limestone unit. 

The Fibrous Mineral Management Plan (FMMP) establishes Cobra Resources’ approach to 
identifying, assessing, and controlling the risks associated with fibrous minerals, including 
naturally occurring asbestos (NOA), across all tenements. Its purpose is to minimise the risk of 
exposure to potentially harmful mineral fibres for employees, contractors, and visitors. This is 
achieved through the implementation of safe work systems that ensure mineral fibre 
occurrences are promptly identified, their risks regularly evaluated, and that appropriate 
procedures are in place to mitigate potential exposure. 

 

2 Scope 

This management plan applies to all Cobra Resources employees and contractors where there 
is the potential for encountering naturally occurring fibrous minerals during exploration 
activities. This document is designed to be an overarching document in which all site procedures 
and documents reference when referring to fibrous minerals.  

 

3 Definitions 

Fibrous Minerals – A natural occurring mineral that is fibrous in nature and according to the ratio 
of the fibres width/length maybe classified as asbestiform. Refer 5 Fibrous Minerals. 

Asbestiform – implies the fibrosity of fibres that have high tensile strength and flexibility. 

NOA – Naturally Occurring Asbestos. 

Ground disturbing activity – An activity that disturbs the natural ground enough to generate 
dust. Examples include land clearing, drilling, blasting, loading and hauling and construction 
activities using machines. 

Personal Monitoring - means sampling of an individual’s breathing zone, to quantify exposure 
to hazardous substances which can be compared to occupational exposure standards 

Atmospheric Monitoring - The sampling of the atmosphere at a workplace and deriving a 
quantitative reading of the levels of hazardous substances in the air. 

Occupational Exposure Limit (OEL) – OELs are levels of agents in workplace air, which it is 
believed are low enough to protect nearly all workers from adverse health effects over a series of 
eight-hour (8h) shifts for a working lifetime. 

PPE – Personal Protective Equipment 
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4 Roles, Accountabilities and Authority 

Cobra Management are responsible for: 

• Ensuring compliance with WHS Regulations 2012 – 1.7.2025; Chapter 8, Part 4, 
Regulation 432 Asbestos Management Plan; and Chapter 8, Part 5, Division 2, Regulation 
445 Duty to train workers about asbestos, Part 1 – 4. Refer Appendix 2. 

• Shall ensure that this document is reviewed and revised as necessary and the application 
of control measures detailed in this document are implemented and utilised to the extent 
that they meet site and statutory requirements. 

• To develop, maintain and update fibrous mineral training and awareness material and 
ensure employees and contractors receive the relevant training and information. 

• The development and maintenance of the necessary mineral fibre registers as detailed in 
this Management Plan. 

• The management and application of static atmospheric monitoring programmes that are 
compliant with legislative requirements are performed on a basis that is considered 
adequate and that the data is statistically valid.  

• The management and application of personal monitoring programmes that are compliant 
with legislative requirements are performed on a basis that is considered adequate and 
that the data is statistically valid.  

• To communicate monitoring results to all relevant personnel. 

 

Employees and Contractors are responsible for: 

• Ensuring that the correct PPE is utilised. 
• Developing their SOP’s or JHA’s to reflect the requirements detailed in this document for 

working in area where fibrous minerals are suspected. 
• Following guidelines detailed in this document. 
• Reporting incidences regarding mineral fibres,or suspected mineral fibres when 

encountered on the exploration lease. 

5 Fibrous Minerals 

Asbestos is a commercial term applied to a group of six types of naturally occurring silicate 
minerals belonging to the serpentine and amphibole mineral groups.  These minerals include the 
serpentine mineral chrysotile (white asbestos) and the amphibole minerals crocidolite (blue 
asbestos), amosite (brown asbestos), and the fibrous forms of anthophyllite, tremolite and 
actinolite. Three of the six minerals have been given a different name for each of their two forms. 
Chrysotile is the asbestiform variety of the serpentine minerals group. In this group antigorite is 
a common non asbestiform mineral. In the amphibole group, crocidolite is the asbestiform 
variety of riebeckite; amosite is the asbestiform variety of “cummingtonite”-grunerite. 

In the instance where limited delineation of fibrous or potentially fibrous minerals may have 
occurred; reference should be made to the common occurrences of each as listed in Table 1. 
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Table 1: Details and Description of Asbestiform Fibrous Minerals 

Mineral Name Mineral Group Characteristics 
Chrysotile 

 

Serpentine White, grey, green, yellowish 
Fibrous, commonly silky 
 
Typical occurrences: Veins and veinlets and stockworks in 
serpentinite 

Actinolite 

 

Amphibole Green 
Long-bladed crystals, fibrous or think columnar aggregates 
 
Typical occurrences: Contact and regional metamorphosed 
dolomite, magnesian  
limestone, low-grade ultrabasic rocks 

Amosite 
cummingtonite-grunerite 

 

Amphibole Brown, grey, greenish 
Variable fibre length and a coarse texture 
 
Typical occurrences: Contact and regional metamorphosed 
iron- rich rock 

Anthophyllite 

  

Amphibole Grey, white, brown-grey, green 
Massive fibrous or lamellar; short harsh poorly flexible fibres 
 
Typical occurrences: Metamorphosed schists and gneisses or 
metasomatic rock 

Crocidolite 
Riebeckite 

 

Amphibole Lavender, blue green 
Short to long flexible fibres 
 
Typical occurrences: In granite, syenite, rhyolite,  
trachyte, banded ironstone, regionally metamorphosed schists 

Tremolite 

 

Amphibole White to pale green 
Long-bladed crystals and short and stout crystals,  
fibrous or think columnar aggregates 
 
Typical occurrences: Contact and regional metamorphosed 
dolomite, magnesian limestone, low-grade ultrabasic rocks 
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6 Health Effects and Monitoring 

6.1 Health Effects 

Like silica, exposure to asbestos fibres causes diseases directly in the respiratory system. While 
some fibrous minerals have little effect on human health, exposure to asbestiform fibrous 
minerals present a hazard if fibres are of respirable size (usually less than 3 microns in diameter 
and greater than 5 microns in length) and become airborne and inhaled. Long-term or repeated 
exposure to respirable asbestiform fibres increases the risk of developing an asbestos disease.   
The likelihood of illness depends on fibre concentration, exposure duration, and type of 
asbestos. 

The following diseases are associated with fibre exposure: 

Pleural plaques – Benign plural effusion and fibrosis.  Presence of plaques can indicate 
occupational exposure to asbestos without causing significant disability. 

Asbestosis – This is a form of fibrosis (scarring) of the lungs, which results in breathlessness.  
Onset of asbestosis typically occurs only after 5 to 15 years of heavy asbestos exposure.  With 
increasing shortness of breath following fibrosis of the lung, the oxygen exchange capacity can 
decrease drastically, leading to associated heart failure. 

Lung cancer – A cancer of the larger and medium sized airways that occurs 20 or more years 
after the first exposure and is normally always associated with heavy exposure to asbestos.  The 
combination of asbestos exposure and smoking has a synergistic effect, which greatly increases 
the risk of lung cancer.  Asbestos workers who also smoked cigarettes had a 50 to 90 times 
increase in lung cancer deaths when compared to people who neither smoked nor were exposed 
to asbestos.  For non-smokers, the rate of lung cancer deaths was 5 times greater than the 
general population. 

Mesothelioma – Rare cancer of the pleura and peritoneum and is invariably fatal, usually within 
1 to 3 years of diagnosis.  It occurs 20 to 50 years after first exposure and is generally associated 
with amphibole (blue and brown) asbestos exposure. 

 

The risk of contracting an asbestos-related disease depends on a number of factors: 

• the concentration of respirable fibres in the air. 
• the length of time exposed. 
• the type of fibre (amphibole or chrysotile). 
• the morphology of the fibres (fibre size and shape). 
• influence of other factors, especially cigarette smoke. 

All of the asbestos-related diseases discussed above are dose related.  The greater the inhaled 
dosed of asbestos fibre the greater the risk of developing the disease.  Dose is represented by the 
amount of asbestos in the air (in fibres per millilitre) multiplied by the duration of exposure in 
years.   

𝐷𝑜𝑠𝑒 = 𝑎𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑎𝑖𝑟𝑏𝑜𝑟𝑛𝑒 𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑖𝑛ℎ𝑎𝑙𝑒𝑑 𝑓𝑖𝑏𝑟𝑒 × 𝑦𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑤𝑜𝑟𝑘 
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The risk of developing an asbestos related disease in the Australian mining industry, provided 
compliance with present mining industry and national standards are met is considered low.  If 
workers are exposed to asbestiform minerals for only short periods, the risk will be much lower 
than to those workers who are continually exposed. 

In the context of Cobra Resources Prospects, the exposure risk for personnel is raised in areas 
identified to contain or potentially contain fibrous mineralisation during activities such as ground 
disturbance (vegetation clearing, track and site preparation) or drilling and sampling activities. 

 

6.2 Exposure Monitoring 

In areas with geological characteristics favourable to the formation of fibrous minerals, or for 
work tasks potentially exposing personnel to mineral fibres, or when it can be reasonably 
expected that fibrous minerals will be uncovered during work; indicative levels of potential 
exposure shall be periodically determined by air monitoring and personal dust monitoring. This 
shall be conducted in consultation with a Certified Occupational Hygienist (COH). 

The National Occupational Health and Safety Commission (1995) specified that the 
occupational exposure standard (OES) should: 

• be defined as the time-weighted average (TWA) asbestos fibre concentration of the air 
breathed by a worker during a working shift; and  

• not exceed 0.1 fibres per millilitre (f/mL) for all forms or mixtures of asbestos.  

The TWA is defined as the average concentration of a particular substance when calculated over 
a normal eight-hour working day, for a five-day working week.  

Where the shift length is greater than eight hours, the occupational exposure standard should be 
adjusted in accordance with the 1999 guideline on adjusting exposure standards for extended 
work shifts (Department of Minerals and Energy, 1999). For example, a 12-hour shift has an 
adjusted exposure standard of 0.07 f/mL 

Controls to minimise exposure shall be implemented when the ‘Action Level’, which is 50% of 
the TWA Occupational Exposure Standard is achieved. It is important that this sampling data is 
representative of the typical exposure for personnel working in and around the Designated 
Fibrous Mineral Areas. 

Where the TWA Occupational Exposure Standard is exceeded, a health surveillance programme 
shall be implemented in accordance with relevant standards and codes of practice. 

 

6.3 Sampling Methodology 

In the instance where potentially fibrous minerals have been identified prior to any site works 
commencing, sampling shall be undertaken and results received before any works commence. 
Where they are identified during site works, or geological conditions are favourable for the 
formation of fibrous minerals then the area shall be treated as if it contains fibrous minerals until 
confirmation of results or otherwise is received. In the latter this management plan shall be 
activated.  
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All sampling is to be conducted by suitably trained geological personnel and sent to a National 
Association of Testing Authorities, Australia (NATA) registered laboratory for testing. The 
expected turnaround time for analysis is five to ten days. by  

Results received, either confirmatory or non-confirmatory, shall be assessed and communicated 
to employees and contractors working on the prospect. 

Initial air sampling shall be conducted based on planned activities for the prospect whereby the 
number of samples collected will reflect a statistically adequate portion of the work area. 

This initial air sampling will be used to ascertain information on airborne fibre concentration in 
areas of operation. This will be followed up by regular, secondary sampling and personal dust 
monitoring. This secondary testing will be used to ensure that control measures are effective in 
mitigating airborne fibres. 

Employees involved in the air sampling and personal dust monitoring will be notified of their 
individual results – aggregated results will be communicated to the workforce without specifying 
individual details. 

 

6.4 Training 

Fibrous Minerals Awareness training package shall be developed by Cobra Management and 
provided to all employees, contractors and visitors conducting work on prospects where fibrous 
minerals have been identified or the area flagged to have geological characteristics favourable to 
the formation of fibrous minerals. Training shall be completed before arriving on site. 

Cobra Management shall be responsible for the ongoing education of personnel in Fibrous 
Mineral Awareness and updates to the training material. Registers of attendance for this training 
shall be kept as outlined in 11 Record Keeping Responsibilities and Storage Locations. 

 

7 Classification and Delineation of Fibrous Areas 

In the initial stages of drilling programmes, geological information regarding the presence of 
fibrous minerals is often limited. Consequently, appropriate controls must be implemented to 
safeguard the health of employees and contractors. During the planning phase, the geology team 
is required to review all available data to assess the likelihood of encountering fibrous minerals 
in proposed drill holes. If there is potential for such exposure, all personnel involved in the project 
must be notified accordingly with additional control measures to include: 

• Conducting wet drilling wherever feasible. Where wet drilling is impracticable, water or 
dust-suppression systems should be employed to minimise dust emissions. 

• Sealing drill collars effectively. 
• Ensuring that sample logging is conducted by a qualified geologist. 

 

Where the presence of fibrous minerals is known, a risk assessment procedure will be conducted 
prior to each work program commencing. The documented risk assessment shall be developed 
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in consultation with workers and a copy filed and made available upon request to any worker. 
Specific controls shall be documented and implemented to reduce the risk as far as reasonably 
practicable as per guidelines in this FMMP. These controls shall be selected and implemented 
using the hierarchy of controls and guided by best industry practice. The risk assessment must 
include a designated work area be established whereby a minimum exclusion zone of 20 m be 
demarcated. 

In the instance fibrous minerals are suspected during work activities, work shall cease, and 
Cobra Management notified immediately. Any other work within 50m of the suspected 
occurrence shall cease immediately; and no personnel or vehicles already within the 50m 
exclusion zone shall be permitted to leave. A qualified geologist shall inspect the material and 
determine if fibrous minerals are/are not present. 

• If no fibrous minerals are found or observed, work may recommence. 
• If fibrous minerals are observed all work in the area shall remain ceased until a definitive 

determination is made. In the event sampling is required (as per 6.3) for determination, 
work may recommence once risk assessed. In both cases, entry and exit procedures 
shall be enforced and a designated work area established. Appropriate decontamination 
procedures shall be enacted to remove plant and equipment from the area if necessary. 
The site must be recorded in the relevant register.  

 

7.1 Designated Work Area 

A designated work area is to be established for activities inside an area flagged to contain Fibrous 
or Potentially Fibrous minerals to warn workers and visitors of the potential presence of fibrous 
minerals within the workplace. Signage shall be installed and maintained at any point of access 
and egress to the area during works, or for a waste disposal area that remains uncovered. For the 
purpose of the FMMP the area is referred to as the ‘designated work area’.  

The designated work area is to be segregated into ‘clean’ and ‘dirty’ sections to allow for a 
decontamination process to occur as personnel leave site. The ‘dirty’ area must have an area for 
washing hands and face as well as disposal points for contaminated PPE. Items which may be 
contaminated with NOA are to remain on the ‘dirty’ side of the site until decontaminated or 
contained. In some instances, an area designated for change of clothes may be required if risk 
assessed. Vehicles used to transport personnel to and from the work location should remain on 
the ‘clean’ side of the site. 

Upon completion of work in the area, signage must remain erected at the site to warn personnel 
for the potential for fibrous minerals. 
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Figure 1 General Minimum Standard Drill Site Layout (Dirty Side) for Potential Fibrous 
Minerals Drillhole. 

 

7.2 Signage 

Entrances to a delineated area shall be sign posted and clearly demarcated with signage like that 
in 2. All areas of Fibrous Mineral Waste Disposal shall be demarcated with signage like 3. Upon 
completion of work, the area shall still be marked with signage like that in 4. All signage shall be 
erected and managed by the contracting supervisor.  
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Figure 2: Signage to delineate active work areas in the presence of fibrous or potentially fibrous 
minerals. 

 

Figure 3: Signage to delineate areas of fibrous waste disposal. 

 

Figure 4: Signage to delineate areas of naturally occurring fibrous minerals.  



Issue Date: September 2025 LAM-EXP-SWP-004-Rev 0 Page 12 of 20 

Printed copies of this document are not controlled. Please ensure that this is the latest available version before use. 

 

8 Working in Fibrous Areas 

8.1 Personal Protective Equipment 

Those entering a delineated area on foot shall wear PPE appropriate to the area, and work being 
conducted as outlined below. When entering an area in a vehicle, the vehicle shall have the air-
conditioning unit on recirculation and all windows sealed. PPE shall be carried and available in 
the instance where personnel need to exit the vehicle. In all instances, disposable PPE is not to 
be reused.  All staff required to wear respirators must be trained in their use and must be fit-
tested. 

8.1.1 Minimum Requirements for a Delineated Area 
Respiratory protection (P2 rated respiratory protective equipment), fit tested to the individual 
shall be worn when not in a pressurised cab (i.e. on foot). If deemed necessary based on risk 
assessment, disposable overalls can be worn within a Delineated Area.  

8.1.2 Drilling or Sampling Activities 
In addition to the minimum requirements (8.1.1) the following controls must be adhered to when 
conducting drilling activities whereby personnel are out of a pressurised cabin or logging and 
sampling of drill cuttings and core. 

• Disposable overalls to prevent contamination of clothing and  
• Gloves 

 

8.2 Entry Procedures 

Entry to a delineated area shall only be permitted to site personnel who have been trained and 
inducted in Fibrous Mineral Management. 

All personnel will be required to sign on to the Fibrous Mineral Exposure Register (detailing full 
name, date, type of work and approximate time working within the designated area) and don 
appropriate PPE to the task as per 8.1.  

A single document will be held by the site supervisor for the duration of site works. Cobra 
Management are to ensure documents are copied electronically or stored as per 11 Record 
Keeping Responsibilities and Storage Locations. 

 

8.3 Exit Procedures 

Exit procedures shall be designed to ensure there is no exposure to mineral fibre after leaving the 
designated area. Personnel shall carry out personal decontamination immediately after working 
within a designated area whereby the following recommendations should be considered. 

• Disposable PPE disposed of in designated contaminated waste containers. Refer 10 
Disposal of Material. 
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• Prior to a meal breaks, all personnel should vacuum clean work clothing and protective 
equipment to remove any asbestos fibres. Footwear should be wet wiped. Hands and 
face should be thoroughly washed. 

• All work clothing worn in a designated work area should be stored and laundered at an 
agreed facility. Alternatively, disposable coveralls may be used and disposed of 
appropriately (Refer 10 Disposal of Material).  

Any equipment or machinery used within the designated work area are to be hosed down before 
being used for other activities, leaving the site, or before maintenance work is performed. 
Washing down is to be done so within the designated work area to minimise contamination 
potential. Cabins shall be cleaned using vacuum cleaners that comply with AS 3544 
requirements for hazardous particulates.  

Asbestos vacuum cleaners should comply with the requirements of AS 3544-1988 Industrial 
Vacuum Cleaners for Particulates Hazardous to Health and AS 4260-1997 High Efficiency 
Particulate Air Filters (HEPA) – Classification, Construction and Performance.  Domestic vacuum 
cleaners are unsuitable and should never be used, even if they have a HEPA filter. Vacuum 
collection bags and filters must be disposed of the same as disposable PPE with appropriate 
procedures to do so. 

 

8.4 Minimum Plant Requirements 

Regular maintenance shall ensure the effectiveness and cleanliness of cabin seals and air 
conditioning systems. Contaminated air filters and air conditioning filters shall be double 
bagged, or wrapped and disposed of as outlined in 10 Disposal of Material. Where practicable, 
air conditioning and engine filters may be cleaned by wet scrubbing. Compressed air shall not be 
used.  

 

8.5 Drilling 

In areas where Fibrous Minerals have been classified, all drilling activities must be conducted 
with procedures that minimise the risk of generating airborne fibrous minerals. Wet drilling 
techniques are mandatory where there is potential for fibrous material to be encountered.  

8.5.1 Reverse Circulation (RC) and Percussion (PC) Drilling 
The following recommendations should be considered for RC and PC drilling. 

• Wet drilling should be used wherever practicable. In the event wet drilling is not 
practicable, a risk assessment must be conducted and drilling rig fitted with an effective 
device that collects and contains the dust produced. 

• For percussion drilling, the return air hose should be fed through a water sump. 
• Water or dust suppression systems should be used to reduce dust emerging from the 

cyclone and drill collar. 
• Flexible ducting should be used to direct dust emissions from the T-piece and cyclone 

away from drilling staff. 
• Upon completion of drilling, collars shall be sealed and surveyed. 
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• Personnel not working inside a protected environment such as an air-conditioned drilling 
cab require respiratory protection. The minimum protection recommended is a Class P1 
or P2 respiratory protective device. Powered air-purifying respirators are recommended 
for bearded people. 

• Drilling residue and material removed during equipment wash-down should be 
transferred to a dedicated sump. Refer 10 Disposal of Material. 

• All bulk samples with fibrous or potentially fibrous material shall be collected in plastic 
bags by the drilling contractor. Each interval must then be logged by a qualified geologist 
with sampling occurring at the same time. 

• Any chip trays collected are to be filled with washed material, sealed, washed down and 
marked with “Caution Asbestos” stickers. 

• Where bulk samples are logged to contain fibrous or potentially fibrous material, they are 
to be disposed of in a designated area as per 10 Disposal of Material. 

 

8.5.2 Diamond Drilling 
To control dust and fibres, diamond drilling is preferred over other methods. A major advantage 
is that it generates slurry waste, which is collected in a sump. Providing the slurry is kept wet, the 
risk of exposure to airborne fibrous minerals during drilling is minimized. The following 
recommendations for diamond drilling should be considered. 

• Personnel should wear respiratory protection when removing cores from core barrels. 
The minimum respiratory requirement is a P1 or P2 disposable mask. Gloves and 
disposable overalls are also recommended in addition to standard PPE requirements 
(helmet and eye protection). 

• Core to be carefully cleaned using water only (no scrubber) without disturbing the 
formation. 

• Core to be sprayed with clear lacquer, or in the absence of lacquer wrapped in plastic 
with “Caution Asbestos” stickers. 

• Core trays are then to be sealed, washed down and clearly marked with “Caution 
Asbestos” stickers. 

• Core barrels and associated equipment should be washed and wiped down into a 
container, and the contents disposed of in a dedicated waste sump. 

 

9 Logging and Sampling 

Where samples are to be taken from Designated Fibrous Mineral Areas, Drill Cuttings or Core, 
samples are to be double bagged and clearly labelled with a warning statement that highlights 
that the samples may contain hazardous fibres i.e.  

CAUTION – HAZARDOUS FIBROUS MINERALS 

DO NOT DAMAGE OR OPEN BAG 

DO NOT INHALE DUST 
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Where samples from Designated Fibrous Mineral Areas are sent for analysis the laboratory and 
courier shall be notified prior to samples being despatched. 

Core samples must be wet cut using a tile saw and appropriate guarding used to reduce or 
contain spray generated by the saw. Once samples have been taken, trays shall be sealed, 
washed down and marked with “Caution Asbestos” stickers and stacked appropriately in long 
term storage.  

Any accumulated dust should be removed with either an approved industrial vacuum cleaner or 
rag moistened with water. Compressed air or dry brushing should not be used for cleaning. 

10 Disposal of Material 

All material suspected or confirmed to contain fibrous minerals must be disposed of in 
accordance with SA WHS Regulations, Environment Protection Authority (EPA) requirements and 
site procedures. Disposal methods include: 

For disposal of small quantities of contaminated waste (for example PPE), the following 
guidelines should be followed:  

• Collected in heavy duty polythene bags, about 0.2 mm thick, or in other approved 
containers and labelled as asbestos waste. 

• Bags must be taped shut once filled, before placing into a second plastic disposable bag.   
• The bags should be filled to no more than 50 per cent capacity. This minimises the 

potential for bag rupture and allows the bag to be adequately sealed.   
• Fibrous material that is too large for the standard polythene bags should be placed in 

large double lined bins or drums.   
• Disposed of at a waste facility licensed by the EPA. It must never be disposed of in the 

general waste system.   

For disposal of drill cuttings, drilling muds, rock samples or similar the following guidelines 
should be followed: 

• Encapsulated either in a buried sump or as backfill into the borehole. Where a pit is 
specifically dug for waste disposal, ensure it is in a location that will not be disturbed by 
future activities. 

• Ensure hazardous and contaminated waste is covered by clean fill as soon as practicable 
to a depth of sixty centimetres.  

• Disposal location to be surveyed and recorded with details of approximate content in the 
Fibrous Mineral Disposal Register. 

• Signage erected to clearly identify and advise future workers of possible fibrous waste 
contamination 

 

11 Record Keeping Responsibilities and Storage Locations 

Fibrous Mineral Exposure Register  - detailing full name, date, type of work and approximate time 
working within the designated area). – stored and accessible via “safety culture” app 
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Fibrous Minerals Location Register - Mineral type, location, amount, condition, date of 
identification and date of removal. Include sample #, type and results. – stored and accessible 
via “safety culture” app 

Fibrous Mineral Disposal Register – date, approx volume, material type, coordinates. – stored 
and accessible via “safety culture” app 

Fibrous Minerals Awareness Training Register– stored and accessible via “safety culture” app 

Health Monitoring Records– stored and accessible via “safety culture” app 

Hygiene Testing Records– stored and accessible via “safety culture” app 

 

12 Audit and Review 

This management plan will be subject to revision as necessary to ensure it remains current for 
the hazards and site processes. To facilitate this, Cobra Management will review the plan: 

• If additional fibrous material is discovered (eg chrysotile), 
• If operational parameters for mineral fibre work change, 
• If current controls fail to prevent exposure to mineral fibre, 
• If an incident occurs involving exposure to mineral fibre, or 

Audits shall be carried out by Cobra Management to ensure compliance. 

13 References 

AS3544-1988 – Industrial vacuum cleaners for particulates hazardous to health. Standards 
Australia. 

AS4260-1997 – High efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters - Classification, construction and 
performance. Standards Australia. 

Guidance note on the Membrane Filter Method for estimating airborne mineral fibre dust [3003 
(2005)], 2nd Edition. NOHSC 

Adopted National Exposure Standards For Atmospheric Contaminants In The Occupational 
Environment [NOHSC: 1003 (1995)]  

Respiratory protective devices. Standards Australia 

AS/NZS 1716:2012 Respiratory protective devices 

South Australian  Work Health and Safety Regulations 2012 

Code of Practice for the Management and Control of Mineral fibre in Workplaces [NOHSC: 2018 
(2005)] NOHSC 

Code of Practice for the Safe Removal of Mineral fibre – 2nd Edition [NOHSC: 2002 (2005)] 
NOHSC 
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AS/NZS 1715-2009 – Selection use and maintenance of respiratory protective equipment 
Standards Australia 

Hazardous Substance Information System (hsis.ascc.gov.au) Safework Australia 

Appendix 1 – Asbestos Occurrence Register  
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Appendix 2 – Regulatory Guidelines 

In accordance with South Australian Work Health and Safety Regulations 2012 - 1.7.2025, 
summary of relevant regulations relating to this Fibrous Material Management Plan is as follows: 

• Regulation 431 requires that risks to health and safety associated with naturally 
occurring asbestos are managed in accordance with Chapter 3 Part 1. 

• Regulation 432 requires preparation and maintenance of an asbestos management plan 
where naturally occurring asbestos is identified or likely to be present. 

• Regulation 445 requires workers who may be involved in asbestos-related work to be 
trained in identification, safe handling, and suitable control measures. 

 

Chapter 8—Asbestos  

Part 4—Management of naturally occurring asbestos 

431—Naturally occurring asbestos 

The person with management or control of a workplace must manage, in accordance with 

Chapter 3 Part 1, risks to health and safety associated with naturally occurring asbestos at 

the workplace. 

Note— 

WHS Act—section 20 (see regulation 9). 

 

432—Asbestos management plan 

 (1) This regulation applies if naturally occurring asbestos is— 

 (a) identified at a workplace; or 

 (b) likely to be present at a workplace. 

 (2) A person with management or control of the workplace must ensure that a written plan (an 

asbestos management plan) for the workplace is prepared in relation to the naturally 

occurring asbestos. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$6 000. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$30 000. 

 (3) A person with management or control of the workplace must ensure that the asbestos 

management plan is maintained to ensure the information in the plan is up to date. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$6 000. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$30 000. 
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 (4) An asbestos management plan must include information about the following: 

 (a) the identification of naturally occurring asbestos; 

 (b) decisions, and reasons for decisions, about the management of naturally occurring 

asbestos at the workplace; 

Example— 

Safe work procedures and control measures. 

 (c) procedures for detailing incidents or emergencies involving naturally occurring 

asbestos at the workplace; 

 (d) workers carrying out work involving naturally occurring asbestos. 

Example— 

Consultation, responsibilities, information and training. 

 (5) A person with management or control of a workplace must ensure that a copy of the asbestos 

management plan for naturally occurring asbestos at the workplace is readily accessible to— 

 (a) a worker who has carried out, carries out or intends to carry out, work at the 

workplace; and 

 (b) a health and safety representative who represents a worker referred to in 

paragraph (a); and 

 (c) a person conducting a business or undertaking who has carried out, carries out or 

intends to carry out, work at the workplace; and 

 (d) a person conducting a business or undertaking who has required, requires, or intends 

to require work to be carried out at the workplace. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$3 600. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$18 000. 

Expiation fee:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$432. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$2 160. 

 

433—Review of asbestos management plan 

A person with management or control of a workplace that has an asbestos management plan 

for naturally occurring asbestos must ensure that the plan is reviewed and as necessary revised 

if the plan is no longer adequate for managing naturally occurring asbestos at the workplace. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$3 600. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$18 000. 
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Example— 

A control measure is revised under regulation 38. 

 

Part 5—Asbestos at the workplace 

Division 2—Training 

445—Duty to train workers about asbestos 

 (1) In addition to the training required by Division 1 of Chapter 3 Part 2, a person conducting a 

business or undertaking must ensure that workers engaged by the person, whom the person 

reasonably believes may be involved in asbestos removal work or in the carrying out of 

asbestos-related work, are trained in the identification and safe handling of, and suitable 

control measures for, asbestos and ACM. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$6 000. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$30 000. 

 (2) This regulation does not apply in relation to a worker referred to in regulation 460. 

 (3) The person must ensure that a record is kept of the training undertaken by the worker— 

 (a) while the worker is carrying out the work; and 

 (b) for 5 years after the day the worker ceases working for the person. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$1 250. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$6 000. 

Expiation fee:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$144. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$720. 

 (4) The person must keep the record available for inspection under the Act. 

Maximum penalty:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$1 250. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$6 000. 

Expiation fee:  

 (a) In the case of an individual—$144. 

 (b) In the case of a body corporate—$720. 
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