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Introduction
All minerals recovered from mineral land in South Australia are subject to the 
provisions as specified in the Mining Act 1971 (the Act) and the Mining Regulations 
2020 (the Regulations).

Information about mineral royalties can be found on the DEM website.

Royalty returns and due dates
Royalty returns are required to be lodged electronically using the MERS Portal. 
In some circumstances however, ‘paper’ royalty returns can or are required to be 
supplied. In these instances, the royalty return is either lodged by post or email to 
DEM.Royalty@sa.gov.au.

Reporting period Return and royalties due
1 January to 30 June 31 July of that year
1 July to 31 December 31 January of the next year

Royalty returns for private mines
Due to complexities relating to the definition of ‘tenement holder’ and the provision 
of information relating to private mines under the Mining Act 1971, MERS is not 
available for all private mines. In situations where royalty returns are not able to be 
submitted for a private mine using MERS, a paper return will be provided. 

The following steps should assist lodging royalty returns using MERS.

1. Sign in
The web address for the MERS Portal is MERS <https://mers.dem.sa.gov.au/> 
Click Sign in or Register to access the MERS Portal.

http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/MINING%20ACT%201971.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/R/MINING%20REGULATIONS%202020.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/R/MINING%20REGULATIONS%202020.aspx
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/minerals-and-mining/mining/mineral-royalties
mailto:DEM.Royalty%40sa.gov.au?subject=
https://mers.dem.sa.gov.au/
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Please be aware that accounts for all tenement holders with royalty return 
obligations have already been created, so you will not need to 'register' as a 
tenement holder to access the portal.

Tenement holders were emailed an invitation to the MERS Portal on 21 July 2025. 
The email contains login instructions and should be referred to for accessing the 
MERS Portal for the first time.

If you do not have access to that email or did not receive an email, contact DEM via 
DEM.Tenements@sa.gov.au to verify your details and receive an invitation.

For any other issues logging in, contact the MERS Support line on 08 8429 4450 
or lodge a support ticket via https://mers.dem.sa.gov.au/Support-Ticket/.

2. MERS Portal homepage
From the MERS Portal home page you can navigate to manage your account, 
submit forms and track the progress of your applications. 

The MERS logo at the top left of the portal will take you back to the home page at 
any time.

3. My Dashboard
Access your royalty return by clicking on My Dashboard.

mailto:DEM.Tenements%40sa.gov.au?subject=
https://mers.dem.sa.gov.au/Support-Ticket/
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Scroll down to the Royalty Return section where open royalty return(s) will be 
displayed. Only 'open' royalty returns are displayed here. Once royalty returns are 
lodged, they are no longer accessible within the MERS Portal.

4. Begin
Click on the Lodge Royalty Return button to commence or resume your royalty 
return lodgment.

The left-hand side of the Begin page provides navigation information for the royalty 
return, showing the names for each page and your progress.

The Begin page provides information about how to seek support in relation to 
lodging your royalty return. It also displays the name of the first Royalty Contact 
listed when the Portal is set up. If there is no Royalty Contact, it will display the 
Primary Contact as the Contact Person for Enquiries.
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Portal access and management
Below are instructions as to how a MERS user for your organisation with 'admin' 
access can make changes.

	� How to manage and invite your employees
	� How to manage and invite third party representatives
	� How to manage nominated contacts for your organisation

5. Tenement overview
On the Tenement Overview page, you will be prompted to commence entering your 
royalty return information. 

Where you answer No, the mandatory fields for the tenements in your return will be 
populated with 0s and you will be taken directly to the Return Summary page.

Where you answer Yes, you will be prompted to identify the tenements that have 
produced. Tenements that are not ticked as Tenement Has Produced will have 
the mandatory fields populated with 0s.

https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01014
https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01017
https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01018


7MERS Portal user guide Royalty Returns  |  December 2025

Open each tenement by clicking on Fill Details.

6. Tenement returns
All commodities associated with your tenement are displayed on the Tenement 
Returns page.  

Where one or more tenements have produced, the navigation on the left-hand side 
of the page will now display an additional page, the Tenement Returns page.
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Again, answering No will populate the mandatory fields in the commodity with 0s. 
You will still need to click Save And Complete.

If you identify an error after you have completed a commodity and have moved to 
the next page, click on the Previous button to the Tenement Return page to make 
the required change(s). 

Answering Yes displays the mandatory fields to enter your data. The Sales Value 
per Metric Unit field will automatically populate with values based on the data you 
enter above.
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If you are still on the Tenement Return page, you can click on the Completed 
button in the green banner to re-open the commodity you need to make changes 
to. You will need to press Save And Complete once you are satisfied with your 
correction(s).

District Councils and sales values
If you are lodging a royalty return for a District Council, please refer to the Royalty 
Returns FAQs for guidance in relation to the sales values to declare. 

Deductions (Prescribed Costs)
Deductions (referred to as prescribed costs in the Act and Regulations) are 
applicable to some tenement types. They are not applicable to royalty returns for 
extractive mineral commodities (construction materials) which apply a per tonne 
royalty rate.

If you are lodging a royalty return claiming deductions, the FAQs provide further 
details including about the 30% deduction limit which might be applicable. 

Entering data for deductions is similar to the entry for sales volumes and values. 
In the Royalty Summary and Royalty Return Summary Report you will see the 
Deductions Claimed field which captures all deductions relating to your return, 
and Deductions Applied which imposes the 30% limit on deductions. Where the 
deductions claimed are less than 30%, the deductions applied will be the same 
value as the deductions claimed. More information on deduction limits can be 
found in the Royalty Returns FAQs section of the MERS Portal.

https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01022
https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01022
https://mers-ppd-01.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01013
https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01022
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The bottom of the page for every tenement in the royalty return provides a Royalty 
Summary, which is an overview of the data entered in the return, the royalty rate(s) 
and the calculated royalty.

The Production Notes section allows you to provide comments about the 
minerals recovered during the period. Tenement holders are encouraged to 
provide comments where appropriate.
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A finalised version of the report is provided by email after lodgement. 

7. Return summary
The Return Summary page provides a summary of the royalty return, including your 
data entry, royalty rate(s), attachments and royalty payable (where applicable). 

A draft Royalty Return Summary Report is generated at the top of the page. 
Unfortunately, there is a momentary delay before the Return Summary button 
appears for the report to be downloaded as a PDF and viewed.  

At the bottom of the Tenement Returns page you can attach files that support 
your lodgement. Please refer to the Royalty Returns FAQs regarding the types of 
attachments to include here.

https://mers.powerappsportals.com/KBArticle/?id=KA-01022
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The page also captures details of payments made during the royalty return period. 
This section typically relates to royalty payers known as 'Designated Tenement 
Holders' under the Act, which are those with an annual royalty liability greater than 
(or expected to be greater than) $100,000.

8. Lodge your return
Once you have entered and completed all required information for the period, you 
will be provided with the Total Royalty Payable on the Lodge Return page. 
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If there are any commodities which have not been marked as Complete, 
a message will appear.

Where this message appears you will need to click Previous until you reach the 
Tenement Returns page. Once you are on the Tenement Returns page, click on the 
tenement number(s) and commodity(ies) that are still showing as Fill Details to 
enter missing data and/or press Save And Complete where needed.

After ticking the MERS Terms of Use box, you can lodge your royalty return by 
clicking Lodge Return.

Note there is no alternative navigation to get to the field(s) to complete, other than 
clicking the Previous button until you reach the correct screen.



14MERS Portal user guide Royalty Returns  |  December 2025

Payments
Where an amount is payable you must select your payment method.

Credit Card
The credit card option will redirect you to the secure ANZ payment gateway used 
for all lodgement payments in the MERS Portal.

Where no royalty is payable, after ticking the Terms of Use box, click the Lodge 
Return button and you will receive a confirmation that the royalty return was 
successfully lodged.
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EFT
The EFT payment option recognises that you will log into your internet banking to 
transfer the amount payable. DEM’s bank details are provided within the royalty 
return pages in the MERS Portal and in the Mineral Royalty Return Summary report 
downloaded as a draft on the Return Summary page and provided upon lodgement 
of your return.

After clicking Pay, where the credit card payment has been successful, a 
lodgement confirmation message will appear. 

Click Print to download a copy of the information that appears on the Payment 
Successfully Completed page.
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Where payment of the royalty payable is made using the EFT (pay later) option 
there will be no payment receipt from the MERS Portal.

After lodging
After the royalty return is lodged, a confirmation email is issued to the:

	� person lodging the return
	� registered email address for the tenement holder
	� royalty contact for the tenement holder.

Unlike some other lodgements using the MERS Portal, a tax invoice is not supplied 
for royalty return lodgements. The same approach is taken as with DEM’s previous 
royalty return lodgement system TReL, whereby upon payment of any royalty 
relating to the royalty return, the Mineral Royalty Return Summary (provided in the 
lodgement confirmation email) becomes a tax invoice.

If you have selected EFT as your payment method, after clicking Lodge Return a 
lodgement confirmation message will appear. 
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Notifications
The Notifications section under My Dashboard will record that the royalty return 
has been lodged however it will not be accessible in either the Notifications or the 
Royalty Returns sections in the MERS Portal. 

Amendments
Please be aware that no changes will be possible once a royalty return has been 
submitted. Where errors or amendments to a royalty return are identified, please 
email DEM.Royalty@sa.gov.au with the details of the changes that are necessary.

To exit the MERS Portal, simply click on your name on the top right-hand corner and 
click Sign Out. 

Feedback
Do you have any feedback about this document or suggestions for an FAQ?

Please email DEM.Royalty@sa.gov.au with the subject ‘MERS Royalty Return User 
Guide’ with your comments. 

mailto:DEM.Royalty%40sa.gov.au?subject=
mailto:DEM.Royalty%40sa.gov.au?subject=
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Acknowledgement of Country 
As guests on Aboriginal land, the Department for Energy and Mining (DEM) 
acknowledges everything this department does impacts on Aboriginal country, the sea, 
the sky, its people, and the spiritual and cultural connections which have existed since 
the first sunrise. Our responsibility is to share our collective knowledge, recognise a 
difficult history, respect the relationships made over time, and create a stronger future. 
We are ready to walk, learn and work together.

Department for Energy and Mining 
Level 4, 11 Waymouth Street, Adelaide 
GPO Box 618, Adelaide SA 5001 
T	 +61 8 8463 3000 
E	 DEM.Royalty@sa.gov.au 
www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/minerals-and-mining

mailto:DEM.Royalty%40sa.gov.au?subject=
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/minerals-and-mining

